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Internal Assessment Resource

Social Studies Level 1
EXPIRED

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91042 version 3
Report on personal involvement in a social justice and human rights action

	Resource title: Freedom Challenge

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 3

To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number A-A-02-2015-91042-02-4605

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Social Studies 91042: Report on personal involvement in a social justice and human rights action

Resource reference: Social Studies 1.4A v3
Resource title: Freedom Challenge
Credits: 4
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Social Studies 91042. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

This activity requires students to plan and participate in a social justice and human rights action. Assessment is based on the student’s description of, and reflection on, his or her involvement in the action. 

The context for this activity is the annual Freedom Challenge organised by Amnesty International (www.freedomchallenge.org.nz). The theme in 2009 was “Kids against Camouflage ... Keeping children out of conflict”. Adapt this activity to fit the current Freedom Challenge theme.

The action will be led by the students and facilitated by the teacher. The action selected must support the aims of the challenge.

Conditions

Students work in groups to plan and participate in the action, but writing the report is an individual activity.

This activity will take 3–4 weeks of in- and out-of-class time. 

Resource requirements

The following resources provide useful information on social action:

· Just Focus (www.justfocus.org.nz/take-action), the Global Education Centre’s community youth programme, includes ideas and information about social action 

· Aotearoa Youth Voices, (the Ministry of Youth Development website, includes points for students to consider when planning and participating in social action.

The Freedom Challenge website provides resources and background information on the issue (http://www.amnesty.org.nz/get-involved/join-amnesty-team/join-youth-network/freedom-challenge).

Additional information

None. 

Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Social Studies 91042: Report on personal involvement in a social justice and human rights action
Resource reference: Social Studies 1.4A v3
Resource title: Freedom Challenge
Credits: 4

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Report on personal involvement in a social justice and human rights action.
	Report, in-depth, on personal involvement in a social justice and human rights action.
	Comprehensively report on personal involvement in a social justice and human rights action.


Student instructions

Introduction

This assessment activity requires you to participate in a social justice and human rights action that supports the Amnesty International Freedom Challenge. You will then prepare a report describing your personal involvement.

The thoroughness with which you evaluate the effectiveness of the action you were involved in will determine the overall grade.

You have <insert timeframe> weeks of in-class and out-of-class time for this task.

Task
Participate in a social justice and human rights action

Visit the Amnesty International Freedom Challenge web page (http://www.amnesty.org.nz/get-involved/join-amnesty-team/join-youth-network/freedom-challenge). 

Working in a small group, plan a social justice and human rights action that supports the aims of the Freedom Challenge.
As a group, carry out the chosen action. Keep a record (including dates and locations) of your involvement. Your record can be in any medium that allows information to be stored and retrieved, for example, text, photos, audio recording, and/or video footage. 

Plan and write a report 

Use your record to write a report describing your involvement in the action. Include evidence of your understanding of relevant social studies concepts, for example, social justice, human rights, group, roles, responsibilities, family, community, and society.

In your report:

· provide background information about the issue

· describe the social action your group chose and its intended outcome

· reflect on your involvement in the action, including:

· what you did (personal involvement)

· an evaluation of the effectiveness of the action.

· describe and discuss advantages/disadvantages of alternative social justice and human rights actions (related to the Freedom Challenge) that you could have taken.

Upon completion, hand in your report. 

Assessment schedule: Social Studies 91042 Freedom Challenge

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student’s report about personal involvement in an action uses relevant social studies concepts (for example, social justice, human rights, group, roles, responsibilities, family, community, society). The student identifies the issue and provides background information, including the intended purpose of the action.
For example:
Using the 2009 Amnesty International Freedom Challenge theme: The use of children as soldiers is a human rights issue that Amnesty International has chosen as the focus for action in 2009. Amnesty International is an organisation that promotes social justice by ensuring that all people have the human rights they are entitled to. Freedom Challenge encourages students in New Zealand to take action for human rights around the world. Our group’s action is intended to raise money for Amnesty to help them pay for publicity for this campaign. We also hope that world focus on the use of child soldiers will help to prevent the practice and restore the family life of these children.
The student describes how the social action promotes social justice and human rights.
For example:
The action that I was involved in was called “Red Hands for Kids”. We decided to get students at our school to buy a paper red hand shape for $1 and write a message on it. The money that we raised can be used by Amnesty International to ensure that the rights of child soldiers are protected. If New Zealand people are aware of the use of child soldiers they may choose to put pressure on the New Zealand government to protest to the governments of countries which turn a blind eye to the use of children.
The student gives an account of their personal involvement in the social justice and human rights action.
For example:
During the action I was responsible for making the red hands. I got the red paper from the art room and spent most of the weekend cutting templates of the hands out. During the lunchtimes I was responsible for selling the red hands to the year 9 and 10 students. The first picture below shows me making the red hands at home; the second one is of me selling a red hand to a year 9 student. The final picture shows me with the finished banner that has 150 hands on it.
	The student’s in-depth report about personal involvement in an action uses relevant social studies concepts (for example, social justice, human rights, group, roles, responsibilities, family, community, society). The student identifies the issue and provides background information, including the intended purpose of the action.
For example:
Using the 2009 Amnesty International Freedom Challenge theme: The use of children as soldiers is a human rights issue that Amnesty International has chosen as the focus for action in 2009. Amnesty International is an organisation that promotes social justice by ensuring that all people have the human rights they are entitled to. Freedom Challenge encourages students in New Zealand to take action for human rights around the world. Our group’s action is intended to raise money for Amnesty to help them pay for publicity for this campaign. We also hope that world focus on the use of child soldiers will help to prevent the practice and restore the family life of these children.
The student describes how the social action promotes social justice and human rights.
For example:
The action that I was involved in was called “Red Hands for Kids”. We decided to get students at our school to buy a paper red hand shape for $1 and write a message on it. The money that we raised can be used by Amnesty International to fight for the rights of child soldiers. If New Zealanders are aware of the use of child soldiers they may choose to put pressure on the New Zealand government to protest to the governments of countries which turn a blind eye to the use of children.
The student provides personal reasons for their involvement.
For example:
I decided to take action during Freedom Week because I was angry that the child soldiers we have studied have such a hard life. They do not go to school and many do not live with their families. I wanted to help these children get their lives back. Another reason I got involved was to help raise awareness of the good work that Amnesty International does. We have an Amnesty group at college and by showing what Amnesty does we may be able to encourage more students to join up. 
The student evaluates their personal involvement in the social justice and human rights action.
For example:
During the action I was responsible for making the red hands. I got the red paper from the art room and spent most of the weekend cutting templates of the hands out. This was very successful as I had all the handprints ready when we needed them. Another positive factor was by not having to pay for the paper we were able to make more money for Amnesty International to use for the child soldiers. During the lunchtimes I was responsible for selling the red hands to the year 9 and 10 students. It was a little bit slow on the first day because the students had forgotten to bring their money. However the other 3 days went very well and we reached our target of 150 hands. The first picture below shows me making the red hands at home, the second one is of me selling a red hand to a year 9 student. The final picture shows me with the finished banner, which has 150 hands on it.
	The student’s comprehensive report about personal involvement in an action uses relevant social studies concepts (for example, social justice, human rights, group, roles, responsibilities, family, community, society). The student identifies the issue and provides background information, including the intended purpose of the action.

For example:

Using the 2009 Amnesty International Freedom Challenge theme: The use of children as soldiers is a human rights issue that Amnesty International has chosen as the focus for action in 2009. Amnesty International is an organisation that promotes social justice by ensuring that all people have the human rights they are entitled to. Freedom Challenge encourages students in New Zealand to take action for human rights around the world. Our group’s action is intended to raise money for Amnesty to help them pay for publicity for this campaign. We also hope that world focus on the use of child soldiers will help to prevent the practice and restore the family life of these children.
The student describes how the social action promotes social justice and human rights.

For example:

The action that I was involved in was called “Red Hands for Kids”. We decided to get students at our school to buy a paper red hand shape for $1 and write a message on it. The money that we raised can be used by Amnesty International to fight for the rights of child soldiers are protected. If New Zealand people are aware of the use of child soldiers they may choose to put pressure on the New Zealand government to protest to the governments of countries which turn a blind eye to the use of children.

The student provides personal reasons for their involvement.

For example:

I decided to take action during Freedom Week because I was angry that the child soldiers we have studied have such a hard life. They do not go to school and many do not live with their families. I wanted to help these children get their lives back. Another reason I got involved was to help raise awareness of the good work that Amnesty International does. We have an Amnesty group at college and by showing what Amnesty does we may be able to encourage more students to join up. 

The student reflects on their personal involvement, which includes alternative or additional actions and an evaluation of the effectiveness of these alternative actions.

For example:

During the action I was responsible for making the red hands. I got the red paper from the art room and spent most of the weekend cutting templates of the hands out. This was very successful as I had all the handprints ready when we needed them. Another positive factor was by not having to pay for the paper we were able to make more money for Amnesty International to use for the child soldiers. During the lunchtimes I was responsible for selling the red hands to the year 9 and 10 students. It was a little bit slow on the first day because the students had forgotten to bring their money. However the other 3 days went very well and we reached our target of 150 hands. The first picture below shows me making the red hands at home, the second one is of me selling a red hand to a year 9 student. The final picture shows me with the finished banner, which has 150 hands on it.

An alternative action would have been to get the students to make their own red hand print in paint to place on the sheet. Our group decided not to do this as we were concerned about the mess. The end result would have been the same but the possibility of students getting paint on their uniform or around the school made us reject this alternative as not being effective.
Another action that we considered was to make gingerbread men (shaped and decorated as child soldiers) and sell them. We decided this action would not be very effective as it would not have made as much money for Amnesty as out red hand banner did. We would have had to charge $5 to ensure that we reached our target. Students at our college would not have paid that much money just for a gingerbread man.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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